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Intersections

Summary

Crossroads & Intersections holds a magnifying glass to a Palm Springs roadmap,
revealing a matrix of history depicted in street names. As you peer through this
glass you will discover — scattered between street names inspired by recreational
sports and Hollywood celebrities — references to the history and culture of the
Cahuilla people.
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Introduction

Crossroads & Intersections holds a magnifying glass to a Palm Springs
roadmap, revealing a matrix of history depicted in street names. As you peer
through this glass you will discover — scattered between street names inspired by
recreational sports and Hollywood celebrities — references to the history and culture

of the Cahuilla people.

Following the establishment of transportation systems through this region in

the mid- to late 1800s, non-Indian groups began settling in Cahuilla territory. Palm
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City, an early name for the burgeoning settlement adjacent to the Agua Caliente Hot

Spring, emerged as a result of the land’s perceived agricultural potential. Marketed
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as an agricultural paradise by land speculators and syndicates, early street names

reflected the town’s early focus: Lemon Street, Orange Street, and Vine Street were among these. Over time, these

ambitions would falter due to drought and an unreliable water supply.

But as time passed, the town now known as Palm Springs gained fame as a health resort. Utilized for centuries
by the Cahuilla for the purpose of health and healing, the reputation of the hot spring’s recuperative powers spread.
Drawn similarly to the region’s dry air, favorable climate, lush canyons, and starkly beautiful landscape, health-seekers

found in Palm Springs an idyllic Shangri-la in which to rest and heal. A new economy was born.

As a result of this paradigm shift, the original street names of the village became less and less relevant. On July

4, 1930, the Desert Sun newspaper announced that many of Palm Springs' street names had been changed.

Few details are known as to why certain street names were selected. We do know that the Palm Springs
Chamber of Commerce, a de facto local government prior to city incorporation in 1938, at one time presented a petition
signed by “the proper number” of local residents to the Riverside County Board of Supervisors for approval; and
according to one tribal source, streets were renamed based on whose homes they led to. However, records
documenting the precise criteria for selecting the street names we know today remain elusive. Attributing street names
to specific individuals and Cahuilla cultural influences therefore remains a fascinating study, based largely on an

examination of personal achievements and human relationships within a specific window of time.

Crossroads & Intersections is not an exhaustive study of Palm Springs street names. Rather, it is an opportunity
to examine and pay homage to the original inhabitants of Palm Springs, whose names and cultural associations continue

to bear relevance today.



Alejo Road

ATTRIBUTION: ALEJO PATENCIO
LIVED: Circa 1852* - 3/28/1930
FORMER STREET NAME: North Street

Alejo Patencio, a net (ceremonial leader) of the kauisik clan, administered
the affairs of the people in the late 1890s. He knew all the ceremonial songs (the
oral history of the Cahuilla), was in charge of the maiswut (sacred bundle),
resolved disputes, and set dates for all sacred and secular ceremonies. As was
often practiced in pre-contact times, Alejo at one time lived and ruled from the

kK i s h u,mrrtememaenial house —the symbolic center of clan life.

The hereditary role of net was normally passed from father to the oldest
or most capable son, but female nets were not unknown in Cahuilla history. Alejo
Patencio was the elder brother of Francisco Patencio; Francisco would later
succeed him as the net. In 1947, Albert Patencio became the final net until his
death in 1951. At this time the kishumna'a was burned and not rebuilt, marking a

break with traditional Cahuilla religious practices.

Alejo greatly enriched our modern understanding of traditional Cahuilla

society thanks to his collaboration with William Duncan Strong, author of

Alejo Patencio
Agua Caliente Cultural Museum. All Rights
Reserved

Aboriginal Society in Southern California, in the 1920s. The boundaries of kauisik traditional territories and the creation

story of the Pass Cahuilla people are among the oral traditions preserved as a result of Alejo imparting his traditional

knowledge.

* the 1926 Mission Agency Census disagrees and lists 1864 as the birth year



AMADO ROAD

ATTRIBUTION: AMADO MIGUEL
LIVED: Circa 1886 - 6/8/1927
FORMER STREET NAME: Lemon Street

Amado Miguel, grandfather of Agua Caliente Chairman Richard

Milanovich, was born in the area now known as Indian Wells, later moving to

Palm Springs. His wife, Rufina Welmas, was among the Cupeiio people
forcibly removed from Warner Hot Springs in 1903. Following a Supreme
Court decision in favor of a settler’s claims to their territory, about 100
Cupeiios were marched for three days to what the U.S. government had

decided would be their new home: Pala Indian Reservation.

Amado was an agriculturalist who in 1912 teamed with fellow tribal Biaco Miguel (L) SMOCIGEER L ric! seated on
. . . cement irrigation pipes. Circa 1912
member Marcus Belardo to extend farming into Section 35, near the mouth of Courtesy of Joy Pierce Teel
Andreas Canyon. Section 35, the site of bitter water disputes with non-Indian settlers, had recently been purchased and
reintegrated into the Reservation in 1907. Improvements were made to the tract in the years following, including
several hundred feet of irrigation ditch and construction of a small concrete dam to support the new fields. By 1915,

several acres of Section 35 had been planted with commercial crops, including grapefruit and lemon trees.

For some time the U.S. Department of Agriculture had used Indian lands in other areas as “experimental
stations.” In 1918, the Department of Agriculture, with encouragement from the California Date Growers’ Association,
demonstrated interest in using portions of Section 34 and Section 35 for cultivating experimental crops, including dates,

cotton, and cactus varieties, employing Indians as farmers. Amado Miguel managed one such station.



Andreas Road

STREET NAMES: ANDREAS ROAD, ANDREAS HILLS DRIVE, ANDREAS
PALMS DRIVE

ATTRIBUTION: JOHN JOSEPH ANDREAS

LIVED: 09/17/1874 — 10/05/1959

FORMER NAME (OF ANDREAS ROAD): Lawn Street

Several roads and places in the Palm Springs area are named for
John Joseph Andreas. John Joseph belonged to the panik clan that
occupied the Andreas Canyon area. He was born to Juan Andreas and
Elena Ria in Crafton, California. At this time, the Crafton Ranch and its
orchards were a popular source of employment for Cahuilla laborers

during harvesting seasons. As a result, John Joseph became a skilled

farmer and orchardist. John Andreas and his wife Margaret

Courtesy of Palm Springs Historical Society. All Rights
Reserved
John Joseph’s father Juan Andreas had been a leader of the panik
clan and an early advocate of maintaining control over traditional territories. His influence caused Rincon Village at
Andreas Canyon to be a focus of political activity. In 1891, he submitted a signed announcement stating that those
wishing to enter Andreas Canyon would require the clan’s consent. He was considered a principal lieutenant of Cabezon

— a regional leader of the Cahuilla who fought for Indian sovereignty.

John Joseph married Margaret Augustine in 1910. Though he developed familial ties to the Augustine
Reservation and the Morongo Reservation through marriage, John Joseph was raised in Andreas Canyon and considered
it to be his ancestral home. Desirous of returning to Andreas Canyon’s Rincon Village, John Joseph and his son Anthony

Joseph would request and be granted enrollment at Agua Caliente.

John Joseph served as gatekeeper at the entrance to the Indian Canyons in the late 1930s, collecting tolls to
supplement tribal income obtained from the tribal bathhouse at the hot spring. These early business enterprises formed

a cornerstone for Palm Springs tourism.

The 1930s also brought with them deep divisions within the tribe. John Joseph supported a faction of tribal members

that sought change in tribal government, shifting away from the traditional, clan-based leadership model to a more



inclusive form of rule.

About Andreas Canyon

Andreas Canyon is home to an oasis of indigenous Washingtonia filifera palms and more than 150 other species
of plants. A foot trail leads through the canyon, passing groves of skirted palms, unusual rock formations (some

containing petroglyphs and pictographs), Andreas Creek, and bedrock mortars once used for preparing food.



Arenas Street

ATTRIBUTION: LEE ARENAS

LIVED: 8/17/1870* — 7/21/1966

FORMER STREET NAME: Park Street

In his youth, Lee Arenas was known for his athleticism and was a
skilled runner. He is said to have once outrun a horse-drawn buckboard in a
race through the desert from the train station to Palm Springs — a distance of

eight miles.

As an adult, Arenas became active in both business and tribal politics.
His business endeavors included the raising of crops and livestock and

operating the Orchard Trailer Camp. He was active in tribal affairs, acting as

an interpreter for Cahuilla-speaking tribal members, a liaison to federal

T
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officials, and later as leader of the Agua Caliente Band. e .

Courtesy of Palm Springs Historical Society. All
Rights Reserved

Arenas sought out assistance from Indian advocacy groups in order to
mitigate injustices perpetrated against the Agua Caliente people. He brought attention to the theft of traditional water
resources and its effects on the community. He also researched and made use of laws that would protect tribal
members from land use challenges emanating from the non-Indian community. By working with Indian rights groups
such as the General Federation of Women’s Clubs and the American Indian Defense Association, Arenas developed a

legal support network.

Arenas also used these channels to navigate the band through the land allotment process. Although initially
against the allotment of tribal lands to individuals, Lee Arenas sued the federal government demanding that the land
promised to Agua Caliente members in the 1920s land allotment schedules be granted — land parcels that had been
promised but never fully granted. As a result of Arenas vs. United States, the Supreme Court ultimately upheld the U. S.

Court of Appeals decision of April 26, 1945 validating land allotments.

While to some this development was hailed as a success, to others it was considered a setback. At the time of
the Arenas Decision, some Agua Caliente members strongly opposed the land allotment system; these members appear
to have previously lodged their protest by not requesting allotments, thereby allowing pro-allotment members to select

the most valuable parcels. Leading the movement against allotments was Francisco Patencio, who believed that land



should be owned by the tribe rather than by individual members. Communal ownership would not only serve the tribe

more effectively, Patencio believed, but would also prevent the sale (and therefore loss) of additional tribal lands.

* the 1926 Mission Agency Census disagrees and lists 1878 as the birth year



Baristo Road

ATTRIBUTION: BARISTO SOL SANTIAGO

LIVED: Circa 1884 —1/7/1942

FORMER STREET NAME: Lime Street

Baristo Sol Santiago took an active role in tribal government and the
affairs of the Agua Caliente. He politically allied himself with the traditional
kauisik clan leadership and was in favor of communal (non-allotted) tribal

lands.

In traditional times, Cahuilla leadership roles were inherited and

these leaders took economic responsibility for the group’s needs. But by the —
mid-1930s, the kauisik leadership began to lose influence due to external Baristo Sol Santiago

Gift of Eileen Welmas Miguel
pressures. In 1934, the Indian Service began pressuring Indian groups to
reorganize the structure of tribal government. Not wishing to be told how to organize themselves, most Agua Caliente
tribal members boycotted a December 18, 1934 meeting organized by the federal government in which a government-
approved, non-kauisik spokesman was elected. This largely unattended meeting resulted in two tribal governments:

one recognized by federal authorities and the band’s non-traditional faction, the other recognized by the traditionalist

faction and led by the hereditary kauisik clan leaders.

In November 1936, the non-Indian community was angered by the traditional kauisik leadership’s decision to
raise entrance fees to the Indian Canyons and to collect horse riding tolls. Not understanding that the control of tribal
assets was the sacred duty of these traditional leaders, this decision incensed non-Indian business owners who
demanded that federal authorities take “immediate control of the Indian situation.” Earl Coffman, son of Desert Inn

owner Nellie Coffman, delivered a direct ultimatum to the tribe, stating:
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Baristo Sol at this time found himself in a precarious situation. Working as a gardener for the Desert Inn, he was
one day pulled aside by his employers and pressured to sigh a document denouncing tribal advisor Purl Willis and his

pro-traditionalist agenda. If he did not sign the anti-traditionalist document, they threatened, he would lose his job.



Due in equal parts to the government’s displeasure with Purl Willis for promoting traditionalist tribal
governments on southern California reservations, the existence of a hereditary kauisik Tribal Committee despite the
establishment of a federally imposed set of leaders, and the growing influence of non-Indian commercial interests in

Palm Springs, the federal government took control over the reservation in January, 1937.

In defiance of federal control, an announcement was made in 1937 that “a majority of the adult members of the
band” had appointed Willie Marcus as Tribal Spokesman and Albert Patencio, Francisco Patencio, and Baristo Sol as
members of a Tribal Committee. This group in turn demanded the right to hold sovereign tribal elections and the
immediate removal of federal control. Government agents responded by having these Tribal Committee members

arrested and tried for treason.



Belardo Road

ATTRIBUTION: MARCUS & ROSA (ROSIE) BELARDO
LIVED: Circa 1860 — 1/18/1928 (Marcus)

LIVED: Circa 1867 — 7/5/1927 (Rosa)

FORMER STREET NAME: Palm Street

Marcus Belardo was an early leader of the Agua Caliente people and
a staunch defender of tribal autonomy. He fought the Indian Service’s
insistence on its “right” to appoint reservation leaders rather than allow

Indian people to select their own.

In 1914, Belardo signed a letter demanding that Adrian Maxwell, a

federal agent sent to oversee reservation affairs, be removed from his post

and vacate the tribal bathhouse where he had taken up residence. This same

. . Marcus and Rosie Belardo at a sunrise service, circa
letter proudly described the hot spring as the ancestral property of the Agua 1917

. . Courtesy Palm Springs Historical Society. All Rights
Caliente where they had “domiciled for hundreds and hundreds of years... Reserved

before white people ever came to this country.”

Playing a vital role in the maintenance of traditional Cahuilla life and ritual, Belardo was a paha (assistant to the
net, or ceremonial leader). Pahas made sure that ceremonies were properly performed; and they assisted in making

important economic decisions on behalf of the community.

Belardo’s concern for his tribe’s traditional resources at times had far-reaching consequences. In a 1903 letter
to the federal government, Belardo requested that Chino Canyon be set aside for tribal cattle grazing. This letter
resulted in the discovery that the land in question had earlier been set aside as reservation land. In addition to its
importance to tribal history and as a place to raise cattle, Chino Canyon was also a valuable source of water — a scarce

commodity at this time.

Belardo belonged to a group who felt that funds earned from early tribal enterprises such as bathhouse
entrance fees were best reinvested in long-term improvement projects. He disagreed with tribal members who felt that

profits should simply be divided among them.

Marcus and his wife Rosie, after whom Belardo Road is jointly named, were known for hosting fiestas on their
property, honoring both traditional rituals and new holidays. Food served at these events was a mixture of the old and
the new: hominy, biscuits, tortillas, potatoes, beans, wiwish (acorn porridge), coffee, and “desert tea” brewed with local

herbs.



Cahuilla Road

STREET NAMES: CAHUILLA ROAD, CAHUILLA HILLS ROAD

ATTRIBUTION: the native people inhabiting the San Gorgonio Pass area, the

Coachella Valley, and the San Jacinto/Santa Rosa Mountians _;.-'_-»1-'-"

FORMER STREET NAME (OF CAHUILLA ROAD): Orange Street

About the Cahuilla People

The Cahuilla Indians are the aboriginal people of this region. They | ’/6‘2
traditionally occupied a diverse territory of desert, canyons, passes, and mountains

with elevations ranging from 273 feet below sea level at the Salton Sink to 11,000

feet at Mt. Jacinto. Together these traditional territories spanned an area of 1876 Executive Order by President Grant
formally established the Agua Caliente Indian
about 2,400 square miles Reservation (above). 1877 Executive Order by
, .

President Hayes formally established the Agua
Caliente Indian Reservation (below).

About Cahuilla Indian Reservations

There are today a total of nine Cahuilla bands, each with their own
reservation. These reservations are: Agua Caliente, Augustine, Cabazon, Cahuilla,

Los Coyotes, Morongo, Ramona, Santa Rosa, and Torres-Martinez.

About the Agua Caliente Indian Reservation

The Agua Caliente Indian Reservation derives its name from the hot spring fapeuss ; X
in downtown Palm Springs. The reservation compromises a little over forty-nine
sections of land, or approximately 32,000 acres in three townships. The

reservation was set aside for the use and occupancy of the Agua Caliente people

during the administrations of President Grant in 1876 and President Hayes in 1877. It is not a contiguous reservation
but a checkerboard of alternate (even numbered) sections in and around the cities of Palm Springs, Cathedral City,

Rancho Mirage, and unincorporated Riverside County.



Calle El Segundo

ATTRIBUTION: CLEMENTE SEGUNDO
LIVED: 10/25/1885 — 7/23/1951

Clemente was born to Anita Patencio and Thomas Patencio
Segundo of the Los Coyotes Canyon area. Active in many facets of tribal
affairs, Clemente Segundo served as a tribal leader, spent time in
Washington D.C. promoting pro-development legislation, worked as a
tribal bathhouse attendant, translated for Cahuilla-speaking elders, and

led a group that maintained the Indian Canyons.

Clemente generally affiliated himself politically with the kauisik
clan leadership. The kauisik leaders were traditionalists who believed
that tribal lands should be owned and managed by the tribe as a whole

rather than by individual members — an arrangement they believed would

Clemente Segundo

Agua Caliente Cultural Museum. All Rights Reserved

Gift of Frank Bogert

most benefit the tribe and prevent the sale and further loss of tribal lands. During the late 1930s, Clemente traveled to

Washington D.C. to fight the allotment of reservation land parcels to individual tribal members.

Clemente achieved other goals in the nation’s capital. Addressing the House of Representative’s Committee on

Indian Affairs, Clemente brought attention to the federally-imposed disbanding of the kauisik clan leadership and their
subsequent arrest. In a courageous and influential speech, he described a collusion of interests between federal officials
and the Palm Springs Chamber of Commerce that had led to these events. Clemente also helped negotiate legislation
for the first long-term lease of reservation lands, resulting in the construction of the Section 18 airport and clearing the

way for the economic development of reservation lands and Palm Springs as a whole.

While the allotment of reservation lands eventually came to pass, an important ruling came about as a result of

a suit that Clemente Segundo and other tribal members brought against the federal government. In Clemente Segundo

et al vs. United States, the court ruled that each plaintiff in the case was to be allotted
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The Equalization Act redistributed land parcels of equal value to band members, setting the scene for modern

economic development.
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Chuckwalla Road

ATTRIBUTION: an anglicized version of the Cahuilla word ¢axwal

The anglicized noun chuckwalla (variant: chuckawalla) — a derivative of the
Cahuilla word ¢axwal — is the only Cahuilla word to have been formally adopted
into the English lexicon. The Cahuilla language belongs to the Takic branch of

the Uto-Aztecan language family.
About Chuckwallas

Chuckwallas are generally found in the rocky desert areas of southeastern
California, western Arizona, and adjacent areas. Various species also inhabit

coastal islands. There are five species of chuckwalla, all within the genus

Sauromalus; they are part of the iguana family, Iguanidae. A very bulky lizard,

some chuckwalla species can reach an overall length of about 16 inches (40 cm); Chuckwalla

Photo by: azglenn (Creative Commons)
their tails are long and notably thick, tapering to a blunt tip. Loose folds of skin
characterize their necks. Their bodies are covered in small, coarsely granular scales. Males are generally larger than

females.

Primarily herbivores, chuckwallas feed on leaves, fruit, and the flowers of annuals and perennial plants with insects
representing a supplementary prey. They are said to prefer yellow flowers, such as those of the brittlebush (Encelia

farinosa). Chuckwallas are harmless to humans and may live for 25 years or more.

Males are seasonally and conditionally territorial, using a combination of color and physical displays, namely "push ups,"

head-bobbing, and gaping of the mouth to communicate and defend their territory.

Chuckwallas are active during the daytime and are dormant at night. They are exothermic, spending much of their
mornings and winter days basking. These lizards are well adapted to desert conditions and are active at temperatures of

up to 102°F (39°C). Chuckwallas hibernate during the cooler months.

When pursued, chuckwallas take refuge in narrow rock crevices. By inflating their lungs to increase the size of their
bodies, chuckwallas render their removal from a hiding place quite difficult. The Cahuilla crafted a special stick to

puncture inflated chuckwallas, making use of them as food.



Indian Canyon Drive

ATTRIBUTION: currently named for the canyons at the south end of

Palm Springs; formerly named for bisecting "the village" and Section 14

FORMER NAME: Indian Avenue

The Indian Canyons (Andreas, Palm, and Murray) and their

associated natural resources are considered sacred to Cahuilla people.

They are also unique ecosystems that are home to an array of flora and When Indian Avenue was widened in 1953, a geological

survey was commissioned to study the spring and to

fauna. assure that the street project would not disturb its flow.
This water collector was installed at the source of the
spring in order to redirect water to the bathhouse.

About Indian Canyon Drive Agua Caliente Cultural Museum. All Rights Reserved

Indian Canyon Drive was known as Indian Avenue until its name was changed on December 19, 1990. This
change was the result of a consultant’s recommendation in support of a downtown marketing theme. However, many

locals continue to refer to the street by its former name.

Indian Canyon Drive bisects downtown Palm Springs and borders Agua Caliente tribal land (Section 14), which is

how Indian Avenue obtained its name.

In 1953, the Agua Caliente Band granted a right-of-way to the City of Palm Springs so that Indian Avenue, as it
was then known, could be widened as a way to relieve congestion on Palm Canyon Drive. Great care was taken to
preserve the flow of the hot spring which emerges from deep beneath the earth at the corner of Indian Canyon Way and
Tahquitz Canyon Drive. Because the grade for the new roadbed was to be several feet lower than the old road and
much closer to the spring, it became necessary to install a water collector. Following the completion of the new grade
for the wider street, a sump was installed from which porous drainage tiles radiated to collect the water. This collection
system served two purposes: to prevent hydrostatic uplift of Indian Avenue and to divert water to the tribal bathhouse

— a rustic precursor to the tribe’s modern day spa.



La Verne Way

ATTRIBUTION: LAVERNE VIRGINIA NELSON
LIVED: 12/23/1921 - 12/28/1993

LaVerne Virginia Nelson, mother of current tribal chairman Richard

Milanovich, became a significant force of change from a very early age.

In the 1920s and 1930s, a rift developed between Agua Caliente tribal
members who believed in land allotments (land granted to individual tribal
members) and those who believed in communal tribal ownership. LaVerne’s
mother, Rufina Miguel, belonged to the former group and in 1930 demanded
that funds from her child’s allotment be released for her own use. This action
would have significant implications on how tribal land ownership would be

defined in the years to follow.

At the age of seventeen, LaVerne’s name already figured prominently

in the local media. With seventeen other band members, she fought for the

formal issuance of individual land allotments. Allotments were scheduled in

LaVerne Virginia Nelson, circa 1955

Courtesy of The (Palm Springs, CA) Desert Sun. All
Rights Reserved

Gift of Mildred Pete Browne

both 1923 and 1927 but had never been signed into law by the Secretary of the Interior. This struggle would eventually

make its way to the national level. As a result of Arenas vs. United States, the Supreme Court ultimately upheld the U. S.

Court of Appeals decision of April 26, 1945 validating land allotments.

In her adult life, LaVerne served on the Tribal Council which in the 1950s was composed exclusively of women.

The council became nationally known and left a significant legacy of development. Thanks to this group’s ceaseless

efforts, the tribe was able to develop, promote, and obtain lease legislation which would eventually allow for long-term

leases on tribal lands nationwide. Previously, land leases were only allowable for a five-year term on reservation lands,

stunting tribal development opportunities. Revision of these discriminatory laws would prepare the Agua Caliente Band

of Cahuilla Indians for future successes on both social and economic fronts.



Largo Circle

ATTRIBUTION: MANUEL LARGO

LIVED: Circa 1820 - Unknown

"m

Following the death of Cahuilla leader Juan Antonio, a victim of
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the 1862-63 smallpox epidemic, Manuel Largo emerged as a leader of
Cahuilla groups in the mountains and western desert. At this time,

Cahuilla groups were divided into two sections: one under Cabezon
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(eastern desert) and the other under Manuel Largo.
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Manuel Largo led during a difficult and transitional period in SR Manoal Tarse, Sol CORb I TR

Cahuilla history. During his lifetime, tribal lands came increasingly under Manuel Largo with other Cahuilla men

Courtesy of the Bancroft Library, University of California,
attack from opportunistic land-grabbers and squatters, forcing the Cahuilla ~ Berkeley
people from their aboriginal territories and the natural resources upon which they depended to survive. Because the
United States did not view Cahuilla Indians as legal owners of the lands they had occupied for generations, there was no
legal recourse for their plight. In fact, Native Americans would not be recognized as citizens of the United States until

1924.

On September 28, 1850, the United States Congress appointed three Indian Commissioners to negotiate treaties
with California Indians. These treaties were made for the protection of Indian people and their rights by setting aside
large tracts of land for their use. By 1852, eighteen treaties with 180 bands of California Indians had been signed,
allotting approximately one fourteenth of the entire state to native peoples. Not one of these treaties was honored by

the federal government.

Angered by the unratified Treaty of Temecula (1852), Manuel Largo was among those who sought separate
lands owned by Native Americans. To accomplish this he worked with the Indian Commission and made appeals to the

local media. He once threatenedtod 32 2 dzii dzLJ2 Yy (0 Kf&rced¥Sra His Naive langsR R A S €

Manuel Largo is credited as a key figure in the establishment of the thirty-plus reservations set aside for

southern California Indians, held in trust by the federal government.



Lorena Way

ATTRIBUTION: LORENE (LENA) LUGO MARTINEZ

-

LIVED: 9/26/1908 — 11/22/2002 >

Lorene (Lena) Lugo Martinez, daughter of Romalda Lugo, played a

principal role in early Agua Caliente politics and government. In her |
political career, she was elected to Tribal Council, served on an Appraisal /

Committee which surveyed tribal land holdings for the purpose of &=

development and progress, and was eventually elected chairman of the

>

tribe. She was one of the first women in the nation to hold such a

position. Lorene (Lena) Lugo Martinez discussing tribal matters
with (L-R) Clemente Segundo, Willie Marcus Belardo, and
Moreno Patencio at the Section 14 bathhouse. Circa
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Lena an er mother were two ot the eighteen complainants who Agua Caliente Cultural Museum. All Rights Reserved

Gift of the B Indian Affai
demanded that the land allotment schedules of 1923 and 1927 be honored tof the SURSRRITE TR
and granted by the federal government. Members of this pro-allotment group were referred to by some as
progressives. With fellow tribal member Juana Hatchitt and other pro-allotment band members, she successfully rallied

to reorganize tribal government with like-minded leaders.

Following a Supreme Court decision in 1947 upholding land allotments, Lena continued to express the opinion
that the leasing and improvement of tribal lands would most optimally sustain the economic well-being of the Agua
Caliente Band. To this end she remained politically active with the Tribal Council pursuing street and zoning plans,

Section 14 improvements, rehabilitation of the Indian Canyons, and similar investments in tribal infrastructure.



Lugo Road

ATTRIBUTION: ROMALDA LUGO TAYLOR

LIVED: 2/7/1881* — 6/14/1949

FORMER STREET NAME: Vine Street

Romalda Lugo was a respected matriarch among the Agua Caliente
people. Born to Juan Lugo and Appolinaria Patencio, her mother went to live
with her husband on the Cahuilla Reservation as was the custom of the
Cahuilla. However, Appolinaria and her husband returned to Palm Springs

following an outbreak of smallpox.

Romalda lived her life during a period of great change in Agua

Caliente life. She was one of the first Agua Caliente women to marry a non-

Indian. In traditional Cahuilla times, a couple would have lived on the

husband’s tribal plot, but in this circumstance it was not possible. Such a

Romalda Lugo Taylor and daughter Lorene (Lena) Lugo
Courtesy Palm Springs Historical Society. All Rights
Reserved

precedent brought to light new questions in regard to land ownership, tribal membership, and inheritance.

Further contributing to a paradigm shift in tribal life, Romalda became active in redefining tribal government.

She joined a faction of tribal members who felt that the traditional clan leadership model was outmoded and that their

non-Indian advisor, Purl Willis, was leading the tribe in the wrong direction. Previously, leaders had been responsible for

all economic decisions, but now some members of the band felt that a more inclusive form of leadership was required.

This faction also supported land allotments and sued the government for the right to own individual parcels of the

reservation, moving away from communal property. They ultimately succeeded on both issues.

Romalda served her tribe as an elected member of the tribe’s Executive Committee, working to manage and

develop the affairs of the Agua Caliente people. During the allotment court cases of the 1930s, Romalda acted as an

interpreter for Cahuilla-speaking tribal members. Her daughter Lorene (Lena) Lugo later became chairman of the Agua

Caliente Band — one of the first women in the country to hold such a position.

* the 1926 Mission Agency Census disagrees and lists 1885 as the birth year.


http://www.accmuseum.org/Lorena-Way

Mesquite Avenue

ATTRIBUTION: named for the Mesquite tree, an important traditional resource
About the Mesquite Tree

One of the most important Cahuilla food sources was ily — the
mesquite tree. Every part of these deciduous trees was utilized by the
Cahuilla: the trunk, leaves, limbs, thorns, roots, bark, sap, and the nutritious
bean pod. In fact, mesquite trees played such a vital role in desert Cahuilla life
that mesquite thickets were claimed by specific groups. Rules regarding who
owned a given grove were well known to adult men, especially clan leaders,
and groups were prepared to fight if any outsider was found making use of

them. A heavily producing tree might even be owned by a specific family.

Food products from the mesquite tree were available at three stages :
Mesquite tree and pods

in the annual growth cycle. These stages consisted of gathering the blossoms ~ A9u¢ caliente Cultural Museum. All Rights Reserved

in the spring, the green pods in early summer, and the mature, dry pods in early autumn. When blossoms were
gathered, they were roasted in a pit of heated stones and then squeezed into balls before being eaten. Roasted
blossoms could be stored and later reconstituted with water. Green and dried pods were picked by all members of a
family, with children crawling between branches to pick pods from the center of a mesquite thicket. The green pods
were eaten fresh or crushed in mortars to produce a pulpy juice. (The mortars themselves might be made from a
mesquite stump.) This extract mixed with water was consumed continually in the summer months. Mature dried pods
were ground into a meal. The interior seeds were never removed — pod and all were pounded in a wooden mortar. This
ground meal, known as pechita or menyikish, was placed into a basket or vessel dampened with water and left for a day
or so to harden. Called kakhat in dried form, these dried cakes were broken into pieces as needed and eaten plain,

made into porridge, or mixed with water to form a beverage.

Smaller limbs of the mesquite were considered an excellent material for bow-making and rabbit sticks. Mesquite
wood was viewed as one of the best firewoods, providing a hot, durable flame for cooking, firing pottery, and warmth.
Larger limbs of the mesquite were used as structural corner posts, rafters for houses, and as granary supports. The
mesquite thorn was used for puncturing the skin for tattoos. Mesquite gum was used in securing the foreshafts of
arrows, attaching baskets to mortars, and for medically treating wounds. Pounded, rubbed, and pulled mesquite bark

was used as a soft fiber for weaving skirts, making diapers for babies, and for constructing carrying nets for pottery.



Mesquite tree thickets attracted animals such as cottontails, jackrabbits, and the white-throated wood rat.
These animals sought out mesquite groves for their shade and food. Similarly, mesquite trees attracted several types of

insects relished by the Cahuilla. Tachikal, or cicada, was roasted whole and was particularly coveted.

The mesquite tree and its products played such a vital role in Cahuilla life that one method of naming the
seasons utilized the annual development of the mesquite bean pod. Specifically these seasons were named: taspa
(budding of trees), sevwa (blossoming of trees), heva-wiva (commencing to form bean pods), menukis-kwasva (ripening
time of bean pods), merukis-chaveva (falling of bean pods), talpa (midsummer), uche-wiva (cool days), tamiva (cool

days).

Considerable religious attention was paid to the maintenance of mesquite groves. A ceremonial sanctioning was
necessary before mesquite could be fully harvested. Preceding the ceremony, a crop was prepared and eaten in the
k i s h u frenemdnial house) by members of the group. Afterward, the net (ceremonial leader) announced that the
mesquite harvest could commence. lliness or death would be visited upon anyone failing to abide by the rite of “feeding
the house.” Cahuilla shamans contributed to the health of the trees through supernatural means, bringing rain in the

spring and preventing dampness at gathering time which might destroy the crop.

Nutritionally, the mesquite bean is said to compare favorably with barley. Studies indicate that beans per 100

pounds contain 8.34 pounds of crude protein, 52.02 pounds of carbohydrates, and 2.4 pounds of fats.



Pablo Drive

ATTRIBUTION: WILLIAM PABLO
LIVED: Circa 1850 —9/21/1935

Born in Chino Canyon in the mid-1800s, Willie Pablo was from
the Morongo reservation and resided periodically at Rincon Village
(Andreas Canyon), the home of his panik clan mother. His father, Pablo

Gabriel, was a wanikik clan leader.

Although Pablo was at one time captain of the Potrero
(Morongo) Indians, the United States Indian Service, locally headed by a
Protestant Indian Agent, refused to recognize his commission. Though

the reasons cited were many, it is likely that Agent Horatio Rust worked

against him in retaliation for promoting Cabezon’s regional leadership and  william pablo

. . . I Courtesy Palm Springs Historical Society. All Rights
because Pablo identified as Catholic. Cabezon promoted Indian Reserved
sovereignty by sending Indian rights advocates to Washington D.C. and by refusing to accept federal interference in

tribal affairs. Agent Rust sought to have Pablo jailed so as to quell his “trouble-making.”

Under the leadership of Cabezon, Captain Pablo was placed in charge of Coachella Valley Cahuilla groups,
working closely with the panik clan at Andreas Canyon and the kauisik clan at the hot spring — the two clans that form

the Agua Caliente Band.

Pablo became a major political figure who exerted influence throughout southern California. He advocated the
maintenance of traditional leadership patterns in Native American communities and bitterly opposed the allotment
system, convincing many reservations to reject it. He viewed allotments, being the individual parceling of formerly
communal lands, as a way of dividing and conquering Indian communities. Pablo sought to set up a modern Indian
government separate from the Bureau of Indian Affairs — a precursor to the Mission Indian Federation. He recruited

lawyers and the media to pursue this agenda.

At the turn of the century, the Department of Indian Affairs began a crusade against the sale of alcohol and
Pablo was employed as a prohibition officer. He also acted as the reservation’s police officer, a position that his brother

Henry Pablo later inherited.



Willie Pablo contributed to our modern understanding of Cahuilla culture by collaborating with ethnographers.
In 1914, he shared the panik version of the Cahuilla creation story with photographer Edward S. Curtis. In 1918, Lucile

Hooper recorded him and others performing bird songs, the oral literature of the Cahuilla people.

Maria Andreas Pablo, mother of Willie Pablo and thirteen other children, was known as both an expert basket
weaver and as a net. Affiliated with the wanikik clan by marriage, she maintained a ceremonial house,ork i s h u,mtn a ' &

the Morongo Reservation until the 1930s. She died on June 1, 1938 at the age of 124.



Palm Canyon Drive

ATTRIBUTION: named for the 15-mile long canyon and its impressive palm oasis,
located at the south end of Palm Springs

FORMER STREET NAME: Main Street

About Palm Canyon

The Cahuilla name for Palm Canyon is Tev ing el we wy wen it, meaning “a
round flat basket closed up at the top, that is hung up.” The canyon is 15 miles long
and is named for the 3,000 native California palms that thrive there. These palms,
the Washingtonia filifera, were so named by European palmographer Hermann
Wendlund in 1879 in honor of George Washington. They are the only palm variety

native to this region.

The existence of the palms is explained in a Cahuilla migration legend:

o il © |

Rl
gone. His years among his people were many, and he must be Depiction of Moul by Stuart Funk, from the
publication A Monument to Treasure
prepared to go. This man wanted to be a benefit to his people, so Courtesy of Stuart Funk. All Rights Reserved

he said, ‘1 am gThédremmrgnopabn trbegin tike werld IMymarheshellelways be Moul
(paimtree). Fr om t he top of the earth to t Boheswoddpvaryf t he
straight and very strong and very powerful, and soon the bark of the tree began to grow around him, and the

green leaves grew from the top of his head. Ands 0 he passed from the sight of

The Cahuilla were diligent caretakers of palms. Palms were able to recover from periodic insect infestation
thanks to active management. Shamans were responsible for burning infected palms, resulting in healthier trees and
higher fruit yields. Early settlers were often baffled and angered by these practices, not grasping the mutually beneficial
relationship which existed between the Cahuilla and their environment. In a 1923 report, an employee of the

government wrote:

“.. that the I ndians were taking care of the canyo
were burned.. Mr. McManus of Palm Springs inmduced

states that he tried to get severa | I ndians to help and failed as t he)



Larger palm oases such as Palm Canyon, Thousand Palms, and Andreas
Canyon were habitation sites for Cahuilla groups and permanent villages
were frequently located in these locales. The panik and kauisik, two
Cahuilla lineages, were permanently associated with palm oases.

Lineages owned palm groves, with individual trees owned by families.

About Palms

Palms were an important economic plant. Palm fruits were
Palm Canyon, circa 1915
gathered from late summer until early autumn. During this period each
tree grows as many as a dozen fruit clusters weighing from five to twenty pounds each. The fruit pits are small and
coated with a thin layer of dark blue, sweet flesh. Fruits were eaten fresh or dried for storage in ollas (ceramic vessels)
for later use. Dried fruits were ground into flour and mixed with other types of flour and water to create a porridge. A
customary method of obtaining fruit clusters growing at great heights was to detach the fruit cluster stem with a long

willow pole. Seeds were also used as the rattling agent for gourd rattles.

Palms were utilized in other manners as well. Palm fronds were an important construction material for
dwellings and ramadas. Cooking implements were crafted from palm frond stems. Palm leaves were useful for flailing
and hulling dried seeds, construction of loosely-woven baskets, and for making wakutem (sandals or foot pads). Desert
Cahuilla women occasionally used palm in their coiled baskets. All products of the palm were an important trade

commodity.

Palm oases represent ecological niches that offered many advantages in the desert, particularly due to the
presence of water, game, edible plants, and an attractive climate. Plants found in association with palm oases include

sycamore, elder, willow, cottonwood, mesquite, screwbean, arrowweed, yucca, agave, and various cacti.



Patencio Road

ATTRIBUTION: FRANCISCO PATENCIO*
LIVED: 1857 —8/10/1947
FORMER STREET NAME: West Street

Francisco Patencio was both a net (ceremonial leader) and a
political activist for the Agua Caliente people. He was of kauisik lineage. In
1881, Francisco married Dolores Saubel of the Los Coyotes reservation. He
was a skilled linguist with knowledge of English, Spanish, French, and

several Indian dialects.

Concerned that young Cahuilla people were no longer learning

sacred songs, ceremonies, or even the Cahuilla language, Francisco Patencio Francisco Patencio
Courtesy of Malki Museum. All Rights Reserved
dictated a book with the help of Margaret Boynton that described and Gift of the Bureau of Indian Affairs

preserved Cahuilla history, oral literature, and cosmology. His book, Stories and Legends of the Palm Springs Indians,

represents a unique perspective of Cahuilla knowledge and culture.

Francisco Patencio led the movement against the allotment of reservation lands to individuals. He believed that
tribal lands were the communal property of the tribe and that they were best governed as a whole. Allotting parcels of
the reservation to individuals, he believed, would lead to further erosion of tribal sovereignty and decrease
opportunities for economic self-sufficiency. Because allotted land could be sold by individual owners, he saw the move
towards allotments as an organized strategy to take lands away from Indians. It is for this reason that in 1937, Patencio

at age 80 traveled to Washington D.C. to vigorously fight allotment.

Francisco Patencio also fought for sovereign tribal government and opposed intrusion in tribal affairs. Unable or
unwilling to understand traditional Cahuilla leadership roles, the federal government on January 1, 1937 ceased to
recognize the Agua Caliente traditional leaders and placed a federal agent in its place. Following a letter-writing
campaign to the Office of Indian Affairs requesting resumption of tribal control of Agua Caliente affairs, Patencio
traveled to Washington D.C., obtaining verbal assurances from John Collier (Commissioner of Indian Affairs) that
sovereign elections would be permitted. Patencio and other traditionalists pushed forward, reuniting soon after to act
as the band’s functional leaders, in line with the hereditary and sacred duties which were their birthright. They further
demanded the right to hold elections and called for the immediate removal of federal control. Referred to cynically as

the “Unofficial Tribal Committee” by the officials who refused to recognize them, this group was arrested, imprisoned,



and tried for “conspiracy to overthrow constituted authorities” in a retaliatory move by federal agents on November 20,
1937. John Collier flew to California and ordered the group released, confirming in writing the rights of tribal members
to meet and vote on all matters pertaining to the reservation. Thanks to Patencio’s active resistance against the erosion

of tribal sovereignty, a significant victory had been achieved.

*John Raymond Gabbert’s History of Riverside City and

after all the Patencio family sons born to Juan and Juana Patencio



Ramon Road

ATTRIBUTION: RAMON MANUEL

LIVED: Circa 1884* —7/11/1942

FORMER STREET NAME: SOUTH STREET

Ramon Manuel served on the Tribal Committee at various times in
his life and represented the Agua Caliente people through written
correspondence to authorities in Washington D.C. He also once acted as
the tribe’s representative to the Mission Indian Federation, a pro-
sovereignty organization. “Old Ramon” is remembered as a colorful figure

who enjoyed sporting a 10-gallon Stetson hat and a cane.

In spite of his traditionalist stance against land being allotted to Ramon Manuel donning his signature Stetson hat
Courtesy of Palm Springs Historical Society. All Rights
individual tribal members (traditionalists felt that reservation lands were Reserved

the communal property of the tribe and that profits gained from them should serve as a pooled resource), Ramon came
to politically align himself with tribal members who sought change in tribal government. Led by two women, Lorene
(Lena) Lugo and Juana Hatchitt, this group was in favor of land allotments and a direct distribution of tribal funds derived
from allotted lands to the tribal members who claimed them. Ramon was particularly concerned about the use of
communal tribal monies to fund tribal advisors who did not share the economic vision of this faction. He viewed early

tribal advisor Purl Willis and his proposals for leasing Section 14 to outsiders as a threat to the tribe’s future.

Ramon attended elementary school in Palm Springs where he was born and St. Boniface Indian School in
Banning. During the 1920s, he managed the tribal bathhouse at the Section 14 hot spring, an early tribal business
enterprise and precursor to today’s Spa Hotel. Ramon and his father, Manuel Dias, lived on land just north of the

bathhouse where his father maintained a vineyard.

As was the tradition, a large number of Cahuilla people from the surrounding reservations came to take part in
Ramon’s funerary ceremonies. Symbolic of the transitional time in which he lived, wakes in his honor were held in both

the ceremonial house and the Catholic church on Section 14.

* the 1926 Mission Agency Census disagrees and lists 1892 as the birth year



Saturnino Road

STREET NAMES: SATURNINO ROAD, SATURMINO DRIVE*
ATTRIBUTION: MIGUEL SATURNINO
LIVED: Circa 1864 — 3/23/1938

Miguel Saturnino was a wanikik clan elder of Snow Creek, who was
much loved by his community. He came from the Cabazon area and was the

nephew of former Agua Caliente captain José Rafael.

As a young man, Miguel worked with other Cahuilla laborers to build
the railroad in the 1870s. Completion of the railroad would significantly
impact the life of the Cahuilla people, bringing an unprecedented number of

newcomers to the area and bolstering a new economy based on agriculture.

Many Cahuilla people at this time became farmers, as did Miguel. They

made use of the railroad to obtain seasonal agriculture jobs outside of the

community and to ship marketable crops they raised locally. Miguel Saturnino
Agua Caliente Cultural Museum. All Rights Reserved

Gift of Frank Bogert

Miguel was a Cahuilla cowboy and made a living from the land. For a time employed by the Paulino Weaver
Ranch, he made use of his cow-punching skills to run his own herd, farming land originally used to feed José Rafael’s

cattle stock.

Miguel was active in the political affairs of the tribe until the day of his death, and died while attending a Tribal
Committee meeting. Early this same day, he had been rounding up cattle in the desert near Edom Hill. He was survived

by his nieces Juana Hatchitt, Carrie Pierce Casero, and Annie Pierce.

Shortly before his death, Miguel signed a letter denouncing direct federal control over reservation affairs.
Following the tribe’s decision to raise canyon entrance fees in late 1936, the federal government ceased to recognize the
traditional kauisik clan leadership and took control of the reservation, reversing this and other sovereign tribal

decisions. The letter announcing federal control read in part:

“Dear Friends: On and after January 1, 1937, the
will be handled for the United States Government, Office of Indian Affairs, through Mr. H. H. Quackenbush,

deputy specia | of ficer, working under the direction of
has been directed to make collections of all tribal funds, including canyon tolls, bathhouse receipts, etc. for

deposit in the United States Treasury..’



* Saturmino is believed to be a misspelling of Saturnino

Tachevah Drive

ATTRIBUTION: a Cahuilla phrase meaning “a plain view”

Ta che vah is a Cahuilla phrase and place name meaning “a plain view.” Itis

correctly pronounced in Cahuilla as taw-cheh-vdh.

According to tribal elder Francisco Patencio, Ca-wis-ke-on-ca, a head man of
the Cahuilla migration legend, once went hunting and looking over the
country. He saw a green spot which is now Palm Springs and called it Seche
(boiling water). He also saw a canyon with an unusual rock formation now

called Dry Falls. This canyon he called ta che vah, which means ‘a plain view.’

About Tachevah Canyon & Tachevah Creek

The entrance to Tachevah Canyon, located at the end of Alejo Road,

was known as Ng-natches-pie-ah in Cahuilla. It was here that fine white

sand, so prized by medicine men for their work, was obtained. Translated,

Ng-natches-pie-ah means “spreading sand.”

Tachevah Canyon formally obtained the name “Tah-che-vah” when an Pulluvil (Dry Falls)
early settler filed for water rights to the creek’s water on December 18, 1893. Tachevah Creek is about two miles long
and flows northeastward into the Colorado Desert at Palm Springs. The name “Tahchevah” first appeared on a 1901

U.S. Geological Quadrangle map.

In 1975, the City of Palm Springs purchased a square mile of mountainous land overlooking the City in order to
preserve it permanently. Contained in this area were Tachevah Canyon and Dry Falls. Called Pulluvil in the Cahuilla
language, Dry Falls is a rock monolith that rises several hundred feet in Tachevah Canyon. During an especially wet
season, or immediately following rain, a sheet of water appears on the rock’s surface. The “falls” are dry for the

remainder of the year.



Tahquitz Canyon Way

ATTRIBUTION: named for one of the nukatem (sacred beings) who resides in

the mountain range

FORMER STREET NAMES: SPRING STREET, TAHQUITZ DRIVE, TAHQUITZ-
MCCALLUM WAY

Tahquitz is properly pronounced in Cahuilla as tdw-kwish. The
anglicized spelling Tahquitz is a result of an 1897-98 U.S. Geological survey,
followed by the issuance of a 1901 San Jacinto Quadrangle map on which

Tahquitz Creek, Tahquitz Peak, and Tahquitz Valley were shown.

About Tahquitz the Sacred Being

Nukatem, or ancient sacred beings, were formed in the beginning by

the Cahuilla creators Mukat and Temayawet. Most nukatem are no longer on Tahquitz
Drawing by Robert W. Daley, 1949
earth, but some did not leave and remain active participants in this world. Courtesy of Palm Springs Life. All Rights Reserved.

While there are many nukatem, Tahquitz is by far the most vivid character within this pantheon.

Tahquitz was created by Mukat. He was the first shaman, and is both respected and feared. Tahquitz acted as a
spiritual guardian to many powerful Cahuilla shamans. As such, he was a source of i'va'a (power) and knowledge,
visiting other shamans in dreams or in physical meetings. As prescribed by Mukat, Tahquitz was required to share his

i'va'a with humans.

While all supernatural beings are considered to be capable of both good and evil in Cahuilla culture, Tahquitz is
more often associated with malevolence. Infamous for his habit of stealing souls, Tahquitz is blamed for disasters and
tragedies, including earthquakes, diseases, lost hikers, and automobile accidents. Special ceremonies were once held in
the Cahuillak i s h u (rememdnial house) to appease him following such events. He is particularly unruly when his

own territory is disturbed.

Tahquitz lives separately from others because the other nukatem did not like his predilection for malice. At
times manifesting himself in the form of a meteor or a falling star, such sightings may be attributed to Tahquitz hunting
for victims. Tahquitz takes captured souls to his home in the San Jacinto mountain range and eats them. It is said that

these captive souls can see out of Tahquitz’s rock, where they are stored, as clearly as if it were glass.



Tahquitz’s influence and reputation are not limited to Cahuilla territory. Stories of his activities are known by all

Native peoples of southern California.

About Tahquitz Canyon

Tahquitz Canyon is called Che-mo-ke-wen-e in the Cahuilla language,
meaning “a deep narrow canyon.” The mouth of the canyon is named
Kakwawit. Archaeological excavations performed prior to the construction of
the Tahquitz Creek Flood Control Project have revealed evidence of human

habitation there as early as 3000 B.C.

Although the English place name Tahquitz Canyon is named for
Tahquitz — the first shaman, the Cahuilla place name for the entire San Jacinto
mountain range is Tahquishhemki (or, “home of Tahquitz”), indicating that

Tahquitz makes his home in the range as a whole.

Tahquitz Canyon has traditionally been a valuable water source for the

Cahuilla people. José Rafael, captain of the Agua Calientes in the 1890s, once

Tahquitz Canﬁ)n's 60-foot waterfall is called Palhanikalet
in Cahuilla
Agua Caliente Cultural Museum. All Rights Reserved

recalled watching a ditch in Tahquitz Canyon being constructed in the early 1800s. He described Cahuilla men building

fires around boulders and pouring cold water over them in order to break them into pieces. Another account of the

ditch’s history by José Lebacho confirms that construction of the first irrigation ditch occurred prior to the arrival of non-

Indian settlers, debunking the claim that non-Indians were responsible for the area’s first irrigation channels.

Located just behind the village of Palm Springs, Tahquitz Canyon is notable for its dramatic cliffs with sheer walls

rising for hundreds of feet. The canyon is home to a 60-foot waterfall (named Palhanikalet in Cahuilla ), pictographs,

petroglyphs, irrigation systems, and an abundance of native wildlife.

About Tahquitz Canyon Way

On November 30, 1959, Tahquitz Drive and McCallum Way were

connected to create an east-west thoroughfare connecting the airport and

downtown. The connected streets then became known as Tahquitz-
McCallum Way. However, the name McCallum was later dropped on
December 19, 1990. This change was made at the request of Agua Caliente
tribal members who had lodged a 20-year campaign against the use of the

McCallum name.

Cahuilla funeral, late 19th century

Land developer John McCallum, claiming that the Agua
Caliente had "trampled" his fence at a previous funeral,
forbade them from accessing their traditional cemetery
Courtesy of Palm Springs Historical Society. All Rights
Reserved



John Guthrie McCallum settled in the area in the 1880s, using his status as a federal Indian Agent (1883-1885) to
launch a career as a land developer and promoter. Recognizing the land’s potential for development, he joined with
other speculators and took possession of some of the most desirable lands in the area, particularly those with a water
supply. Although it was the duty of Indian Agents to inform Indians of their rights and to act as their advocate,
McCallum instead withheld legal information from the Cahuilla people which stated that "bona fide" settlers (both
Indians and whites) had a right to claim homesteads existing prior to the taking of lands for the Southern Pacific
Railroad. This law required such claims to be filed by a given time. Unaware of this requirement, no Cahuilla claims

were filed, resulting in a devastating loss of traditional Indian land and property.

In 1893, McCallum interfered in the most sacred of Cahuilla affairs. After taking possession of the land around
the traditional kauisik clan cemetery, he denied the Cahuilla people access and the right to bury their dead there,
claiming that they had trampled his fence during a recent death ceremony. This act was an insult of the highest order,
appropriate burial of the dead and care for the tribal cemetery being the most important religious duty for all Cahuilla

people.



Vista Chino

STREET NAMES: VISTA CHINO, CHINO CANYON ROAD, CHINO DRIVE
ATTRIBUTION: PEDRO CHINO

LIVED: CIRCA 1816* —11/25/1939

FORMER STREET NAME (OF VISTA CHINO): VISTA DE CHINO

Pedro Chino, born at the foot of Mount San Jacinto in what is now known
as Chino Canyon, was both a pavuul (the highest ranking shaman in Cahuilla
culture) and a net (ceremonial leader). He was capable of treating diseases and
shape-shifting to assist him while hunting. As such, he acted as an intermediary

between the physical world and the supernatural realm, utilizing i V(@ Wweg to
help his people maintain balance and order in an unpredictable environment.

During the late 1800s, a period of severe drought and sickness, Pedro Chino acted

as captain of the Agua Caliente people. He was a staunch advocate of the tribe’s

water rights, providing information to the government on irrigation problems and pedro Chino

injustices being imposed on the tribe.

Shamans received instructions, songs, dances, and i vfram sgirit guardians. One place Pedro Chino regularly
acquired hisi ' wwas'Tahquitz Canyon, at a special place where “the spring comes out of a rock.” With a guardian’s
assistance, a shaman would be able to control the weather for successful crops or encourage animals to make
themselves available to hunters. Shamans were also called upon to help make important political decisions with other

clan leaders.

Pedro was a cowboy and utilized his cow-punching skills working for Paulino Weaver’s ranch. He also ran his
own herd. Known as a great hunter and a wild horse rider, Pedro demonstrated his skilled horsemanship by placing a
silver dollar in each stirrup. When a wild horse was brought to a standstill, the dollars were still in place. He only once

lost a silver dollar but he was by then a hundred years old.

When Pedro Chino died on November 25, 1939, he was believed to be the oldest living man in the United States
at an estimated 123 years old. He was old enough to once recall the “fall of stars,” or Leonid meteor shower of 1833 in
which an estimated 10,000 meteors fell per hour over North America. Four to five hundred Indians from across

southern California attended his funeral. His death was considered a great loss to the Agua Caliente people.

* 1926 Mission Agency Census disagrees and lists 1848 as the birth year



About Chino Canyon

Chino Canyon is formed by means of a rift-opening on the
northwestern arm of the Coachella Valley, under Mount San Jacinto. It was
the site of an ancient Cahuilla village named Mala, and is said to have once

been the summer home of the Palm Springs Indians. Agua Caliente elder

Francisco Patencio recalled his people’s fields and gardens there, irrigated by Chino Canyon

Agua Caliente Cultural Museum. All Rights Reserved
ditches constructed by his forefathers. Mala was eventually swept away in a
flash flood during Patencio’s early childhood, taking with it homes and land, reducing the area to rocks and washed-out

gorges.

Chino Canyon was also the site of another event significant in Cahuilla history. When in 1825 an epidemic made
an appearance in the area, it caused widespread death among the Cahuilla. A man of great botanical knowledge, Andres
Lucero, constructed herbal steam baths there to combat it. He summoned everybody into a large cave formerly used for

religious purposes and converted it into a cave-hospital. He reputedly saved many lives.



